
 

 

MATATA UPDATE 

Welcome to issue 13 of the Matata newsletter. 
 
Awatarariki Stream and Te Awa o te Atua 
Lagoon Restoration works. 
 
As referred to in the monthly newsletter the 
resource consents for the Awatarariki Stream 
and Te Awa o te Atua Lagoon Restoration 
works, and the Debris Disposal area have been 
approved. 
 
The approvals are subject to  conditions (a total 
of 152 conditions for the two applications) and 
many of these conditions need to be satisfied 
prior to the commencement of works. 
 
A lot of the conditions are standard for this type 
of construction, however others will require a 
considerable amount of planning work. An 
example of this would be  
the requirement to prepare a plant and animal 
pest management plan (covering the total area 
impacted by the May 05 event) with staged 
actions based on the programme and sequence 
of work, including on-going management. 
 
Submitters will be sent a copy of the decision, 
and a copy of the decision will be on the Matata 
Regeneration website and at the Project Office 
for information. 
 
We have commenced the planning work 
required to meet the conditions of consent, 
however we do have to wait the 15 working day 
appeal period before work can commence. The 
15 working day appeal period takes us to just 
prior to Christmas. 
 
While there is a significant amount of work to do 
to meet these conditions, we are confident that 
some physical works will commence in January/
February 2008, subject to appeals. 
 
The appeal process is as follows: 
The applicant, or a submitter has 15 working 
days from receiving the resource consent 
decisions to lodge an appeal with the 
Environment Court. 
 
If appeals are lodged they may prevent us from 
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doing anything until the appeals have been 
resolved. 
 
It is normal for the Environment Court to 
encourage mediation between the parties,  but 
if mediation is unsuccessful or does not occur 
the Council (as resource consent applicant), 
and the submitter (as appellant) and 
Environment Bay of Plenty/the Council (as 
consent authorities) would be required to 
proceed to an Environment Court hearing to 
have the appeal or appeals determined. 
 
All the parties would call evidence at the 
Environment Court hearing, with the expert 
witnesses to be called usually being identified 
in advance of the Environment Court hearing. 
 
We believe that the work should proceed with 
urgency, so would endeavour to have any 
appeals resolved as soon as possible.   
 
If an Environment Court hearing is required 
then we consider a hearing/decision is likely to 
be made in the second half of 2008. 
 
In the meantime the submissions have closed 
for the Waitepuru Debris and Stream 
Management Works, and the Awarua Drain 
Stopbanks.  A hearing date of 24 and 25 
January 2008 has been set, as yet the time 
and venue for the hearing has not been 
finalised. 
 Regards 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
24 & 25 January 2008 

Hearing for 

Waitepuru Debris and Stream 
Management Works, and the Awa-
rua Drain Stopbanks. 
Venue and times to be advised 


